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lege in the presence of Lt. J.T. Oram, 30 November 1945. 


I, Lt. WATANABE, Genjo, of SUGA BUTAI and TARAKUA TAI 
landed at Kuching about 8 September 1942 and stayed there 
until May 1944. I thon went to Sandakan arriving on 2 June 
1944. I was adj. to Col. SUGA and later porformec Adj. dutics 
at the PW camp. Documents for movement from one camp to 
another passed through my hands, 


On arriving at Sendakan I carricd out the same cutics oes 
at Kuching under Capt. HOSHIJIM. wsOSKIJIMA was Comdr. until 
May when TAMAKUA took over. When I arrived NAGAI was there 
but he left 10 days later with the PW (100) for Labuan. I 
aeeed at later some of these Pii wont to BRUNEI under S/ii 

NO. 


On ilay 29 1945 I movec to hanau with PW on orders from 
Army hQ. We were informed that an Australian landing at 
Sandekan was inninent and other reasons for movement being the 
severity of air-raids at Sandakan. Capt. TAKAKUA was i/c and 
I was 2 i/fe for the movement, Lt. SUZUKI from OKAYAMA FUTAI 
was also present and in addition wero S/Maj. TSUJI, he 
ICKIKAWA (QM), S/liaj. FUJITA (LED.), OZAWA (Civ. Interp.), the 
last named for 4 days only. 


I romembor S/Maj. STICPEWICH. There were 536 PW in the 
arty on leaving camp. There wore 91 English and 439 Australia: 
W. At 2100 hrs. on lst day of March 4 PW returned to Sandakan 

by truck from 11 mile. ‘0 STICFEWICK assumed charge of No. 2 
group. There were then 6 short. Total 530. 


On leaving Sandakan I had no nominal roll of PW for move- 
ment. At the ond of the asphalt road at the cnd of the first 
day I called for nominal rolls of all PW then present. These 
were suppliec by squad leadors. The first check from norinal 
rolls revealed discrepancy in numbers of about 6. 


I gave orders fcr FUKUSHILA and YSUJI (S/Kaj.) to come 
along at the rear to make out list of dead and put such PW in 
the jungle. These men wore assistcd by other guards who wore 
changed round from time to time. The last 2 soldiers to join 
the force at Sendakan were SUZUKI, 1 itsuo,and KCPALASHI, Titsvo. 


3 parties of hG came to Tambinen in charge of YANO Shoji 
and another. They wero also OC of 3 party and I do not know 
the nares of the OC of the other one party.- I did not know 
who they are now. 


Throughout the march from Sandakan men dropped out along 
the track and others could not move in the mcrnings and were 
left at the previous night's camp. 
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of I remember the total destruction of Sandakan canp on 29 
May 1945. The PW wore allowed to take some docurents or medi- 
cal supplies fror the cand. They were burnt by us. A PW 
was Only allowed to take what he could actualiy carry, tho 
rest was left behind and Cestroyed. This was all done on 
TAKAKUA's ordors and I was present while the destruction was 
carried out. I do not think that the destruction of the 
medical suprlics was humano or lawful. 


About 183 Enzlish ana Australien PW arrivede at Raneu our 
of the 536 that lefty tandckens of these 142 were eustralians, 
and also 1 Australian woo @iod en the last da» wes carriee in 
dead, Of the 353 unaccounted rer, 54 escaped and about 90 
were 111 and wore ont ont cf Sheis misery bybeing shot. They 
asked for death rather then bo lefc bekind. I do not know 
exactly nor did reports show accurately how death occurred, 
FUKUSHIMA and TSUJI Cragecd bodies into the Jungle. At 
TAKAKUA's ordors soldiers were told to dispose of sick PW and 
to see that none were left behind. I was i/e of the disposal 
of sick PW but was not present at the killings. 


I moved with the rear group with the exception of FUKU- 
SHIMA's party. Each morning all those Pi’) who were unable to 
travel wore placed in groups for FUKUSHIMA and TSUJI. The 
disposal of these PW was done behind me and I never knew who 
killed then, 


I arrived et Ranau on the 25 June, 1945, and camped atthe 
‘foot of the mountain 2 miles from Renau, Next day everyone 
moved to Tambunan working canp at the 110% mile (I clearly 
understand the sketch you have shown me}. When I reached this 
camp there wore already 9 PW under comd. of end. Lt, SUZUKI, 
nee made a total of 192 PW in the camp under the comd. of 
TAKAKUA, 


The figure of 54 escapecs was arrived at as the number 
unaccounted for on ry lists. This was the only way I could 
account for them. I did not make out any death ccrtificates 
anc I cannot renenber any being mace out. When S/M STICPEWICH 
escaped the orders were to recapture him and find cut the plans 
made by others to escape. There was no order to shcot him. 


The investigation into JOHN HOhE's escape was conducted 
by MOLITAKE and HOSHIJIMA, HORE was killed and his body 
placed on the PW carip sign, HOSHIJIMA and I viewed the body 
there. I think HORE was shot in the chest by HINATA Genzo, 


Prior to thet escape PWs wer 
at the end of the camp to 
men were taken back to H 
were later put in the ca 
| offence, The KEIMPEI TAI 
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I know that one who wes very sick, dicd in the cage. 
HOSHIJIMA was in charge and gave orders to MORITAKE as to 
the treatment of these PWs. 


(es men in the cage but had nothing to do with their treatmont 


Three deys after 8/M STICPEWICH cscaped at KANAU sick 
PWs wore taken on stretchers up the hill to the cenetcry,. 
This wes the lst. August, 1945. Since I arrived at LABUAN I 
have made further enquiries end as far as I cen determine the 
Cate the PWs were takon up to the cemetery and killed was the 
lst. August, 1945. There wore 17 of these sick mcn. I was 
in cherge anc Sgt. OKADA enc approximately ten Formosan guards 
were elso prescnt et the killing. Ali the Formosan guards 
thet were actually posted tc the cemp were in tho camp area 
on that day. I mey be eble to recognise sone of these guerds 
if I sew then. 


After these 17 were killed there were abcut 16 left in 
the camp anc these were also shot on lst. August, 1945. 11 
of these were taken about 100 metres along the roac towards 
TAMBUNAN end shot. S/M TSUJI with a fresh lot of about 15 
or 16 Formosan guards shot the seccnd batch. These two 
killings wcrc at the seme time 1000 hours on 1st. August, 1945. 
I cdo not know the names of the PiWs killed. FICONE, COOK, 
CHOPFING, O/TSHOT, DiNIELS (English Doctor), MASKEY, and 
EVANS may have boen anong them. I only knew a few at SANDAKAN 
end only knew a few of the soction leaders on the march. 


Civilian FUJITA (interpreter) was present in camp but nade 
nothing to cc with the killings. Sgt. BEPPU took fivo PW 
officers abcut 100 metres towards RANAU lie hac ten Formosan 
guerds with hin. Also at 1000 hcurs on lst. August, 1945, at 
the 1113 mile at junction of two reads end behind rice store 
Sgt. BEPPU's party shot the five PW officers, 


Set. IWABE was ont soerching for STICPEWICH and had 
nothing to do with the killings, S/M MOhIZUHI had not yet 
arrivec from SANDAKAN. I cid not know that it was e general 
order from Arry HQs to kill FWs. I ¢o not know what HMORITAKE's 
orcors were. They were given direct from TAKAKUA. My orders 
ceme from ny commander TAKAKUA, 


FUJITA (medical Sergeant) hac been wounded and was in bed in 
the camp arcs at the time of the killings. I dc not know what 
the reason wes for the killings, but I think it possible that 
the comrancers feerec that the PWs would escepe, 


Sete BEPPU's party killed 5 PWs 
OKADA's party killed 17 PWs 
" TSUJI's party killed 11 PWs 


33 
pn 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/25783d/ 


Eviccntiery Docuncnt No. 5422, Pepe 4, 


/ 
|The orcer for thc killing wes secret. I heave cerefully checkc 


_ the cate end en sure thet the killings tock place on lst. 
| August, 1945, Information other then this must be a mistake 


I first know thet the wer was over con the 2nd, Scptermber, 194! 
Decuncnts fror HQs geve this informetion. I heard somo 
sturendcr bills were dropped fron esirereft about 20th iugust, 
1945, but did nct beliove then and thought thet they were 

just propaganda, 


On the 28th July, 1945, I rercrber Ceptein Cook bringing 
cocunents tc mo from deceased P'-s for Cespetch to allic¢d 
conan¢c., These were ell burnt with ny personel geer at 
hANAU. Aftcr the lst. August, 1945, tho cemp moved first 
to TAHEUNAN erriving there 26th August, 1945, and later 
mcveec to S/PONG, 


I, L/Lt. WATANABE Genzo, do solemnly affirm the above 
stetoncnt tc be the truth, the whole truth ané ncthing 
but the truth, 

(Sgd) WATANAPE Genzo 
Affirnee before re at LABUAN on 8-12-45, 

(See) J. T. ORAM, Lt. 


Certifice true ccpy. 


(sec) T. MOWN/NE 
Lt. Col, 
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